Crowd-Instincts

his individuality altogether and become an integral part
of the larger creature, as a cell in living tissue. The
hunger of a crowd may be compared with the hunger of
an animal; it must assimilate, not only that it may grow
but that it may merely remain alive. The individual
cells in tissue are worn out, consumed, and have to be
replaced; so is it with the units of a crowd. By death,
by change of mind, by alteration in the circumstances of
individual life, every crowd is being destroyed all the
time, and the destruction of its tissue must be made good.
This is obvious in the case, for instance, of a school or
university, and it is hardly less evident in a church or a
political body. All clamour for converts, for new adhe-
rents, new members. Nowadays many crowds, from
nations downwards, try to keep accurate statistics of their
membership from year to year so as to detect the first
signs of a falling off. The census of a people, like the
temperature of a human body, is a valuable indication of
the national health. When any undesirable change is
registered the political physicians hurry forward to diag-
nose a disease and prescribe remedies. At such times
the crowd becomes more or less alarmed, as several
European nations have been in recent years by the f alling-
off of their birth-rate. The sudden drop in the birth-rate
of Germany may have been one of the impulses which
impelled the governing class in that country to plunge
Europe into war, and thus, in case of victory, to provide
a new stimulus of growth to the Teutonic crowd.

The instinct of Expansion has been throughout all his-
tory one of the great causes of war, not, as I trust here-
after to show, the deepest seated cause, but an important
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